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Significant Indigent Health Care legislation
from the 85" Legislature

L There were no changes in Chapter 61, Health and Safety Code
(County Indigent Health Care and Treatment Act).

1L S.B. | General Appropriations Act — Reduced State
Assistance Fund from $2,186,446 to $879,127 per year, a
60% reduction.

1L Jail Health Care

A. S.B. 1326 — Effective 9/1/17, requires jail to notify
magistrate within 12 hours of inmate with mental illness;
requires assessment within 96 hours by LMHA after order
from magistrate.

B. S.B. 1849 — By 9/1/20, jail must provide 24/7 access to
tele-mental health services.

C. Section 61.036(c)(3), Health and Safety Code, jail inmate
health services count toward state assistance.

D. Section 26.0441, Tax Code, adjustment in the effective
tax rate for increased indigent health care costs.

E. Section 26.044, Tax Code, adjustment for increased
criminal justice cost for TDCJ inmates.

V. CHIP and Section 1115 Waiver Renewals — The Sword over
Our Heads
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Important I.egisiation from the 85" I egislature —
Regular and Special Sessions

Over 7,600 bills and constitutional amendments were
introduced in the 85% Regular and Special Sessions. Below is a
summary of some important ones.

PASSED REGULAR SESSION

H.B. 4104 by Rep. Coleman/Sen. Garcia — Clarifies Commissioners
Court control of statutory court personnel, positions and budget

S.B. 1 by Sen. Nelson/Rep. Zerwas — General Appropriations Act

1) Decreased most county programs including 911 Operations,
Elections Equipment and Voter Registration, EMS and Trauma
Care, Indigent Health Care, Indigent Defense, Judicial
Training, Adult Probation, Juvenile Probation, Park Grants,
Auto Burglary Grants, and DPS Laboratories

2) Increased Criminal Justice Grants, Disaster Funds, CPS Funds,
Mental Health Funds, TxDot Funds

3) Imposed 13.81% increase in school taxes

S.B. 4 by Sen. Perry/Rep. Geren — Sanctuary Counties
1) Imposed penalties upon counties for failure fo hold ICE
detainees.
2) Prohibits polictes on immigration status checks allowing each
peace officer to determine.

S.B. 42 by Sen. Zaffirini/Rep. Smithee — Courthouse Security

1) Creates Courthouse Security Committee and Plan
2) Requires state-funded training for courthouse security officers

S.B. 1849 by Sen. Whitmire/Rep Coleman ~ Sandra Bland Act
1) Provides Grants and Requires Electronic Jail Checks
2) Provides Grants and Requires Mental Health Collaborative
Plans
3) Provides Grants and Requires 24/7 TeleMental Health Access

in Jail

S.B. 2053 by Sen. West /Rep. Murr — Indigent Defense Funding
1) Re-Allocates $15 million in court costs to indigent defense fund

2) No Appropriation




DID NOT PASS REGULAR SESSION

S.B. 2 by Sen. Bettoncourt/Rep. Bonnen — Revenue Caps
H.I.R. 73 by Rep. Burns — Constitutional Amendment Prohibiting Unfunded Mandates

H.B. 21 by Rep. Huberty — Allocating $1.8B for Public Education
H.B. 2068 by Rep. Phillips — Repeal of the Drivers Responsibility Act

PASSED IN SPECIAL SESSION

- H.B. 21 by Rep. Huberty/Sen L, Taylor — provides $300 million for Public Education

DID NOT PASS IN SPECIAL SESSION

S.B. 1 by Sen Bettencourt/Rep. Bonnen - Revenue Caps
H.J.R. 31 by Rep. Shine — Constitutional Amendment Prohibiting Unfunded Mandates




